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ACROSTIC: MAIDEN, THOUGH THY HEART MAY
QUAIL

Lewis Carroll
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Carroll, Lewis (pen name of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson) (18321898) -
English novelist, poet, photographer, and mathematician, best known
for his fantastical childrens’ classics. He was a mathematical lecturer
at Oxford.

Acrostic: Maiden, though thy heart may quail (1876) - An acrostic is a
poem in which certain letters in the lines (often the first) taken in
order form a name, a word, a motto, or an alphabetical sequence.
Opening lines: Maiden, though my heart may quail / And thy
quivering lip grow pale,...
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ACROSTIC: MAIDEN THOUGH THY HEART MAY QUAIL

(To Miss Marion Terry.)

MAIDEN, though thy heart may quail
And thy quivering lip grow pale,
Read the Bellman’s tragic tale!

Is it life of which it tells?
Of a pulse that sinks and swells
Never lacking chime of bells?

Bells of sorrow, bells of cheer,
Easter, Christmas, glad New Year,
Still they sound, afar, anear.

So may Life’s sweet bells for thee,
In the summers yet to be,
Evermore make melody!

Aug. 15, 1876.

THE END


